
    
      
	

MEDIA RELEASE 
Lake	Macquarie,	9th	July	2018	

 
Lake Macquarie leads digital transformation  

 
The City of Lake Macquarie will break new ground to become the first Australian local government 
area to create a Smart City network equivalent to the size of 23 Sydney local government areas.   
 
The Minister for Urban Infrastructure and Cities, Paul Fletcher, today officially launched the roll-out of  
the carrier-grade* Long Range Wide Area Network (LoRaWAN) for the Internet of Things (IoT)**. 
 
Peter Francis, CEO of Dantia, the economic development company of Lake Macquarie, said the major 
infrastructure commitment is a game-changer for the region.   
 
“This network is being installed to support citywide initiatives that will enable business and enterprise to 
drive their own IoT projects and enterprises,” Mr. Francis said. 
 
“The scale of the Lake Macquarie City infrastructure is unprecedented. It will make Lake Macquarie the 
first Australian city to provide 100 per cent commercial-grade IoT network coverage to all populated 
areas across the LGA, some 650 square kilometres.” 
 
“The investment in this infrastructure will create significant opportunities across Lake Macquarie City for 
start-ups, small and large businesses and open pathways for Lake Macquarie Council to build new 
technology and innovate,” Mr. Francis added. 
 
Start-ups will have free access to connect to the network and businesses and corporates can receive a 
15 per cent discount if they establish operations in Lake Macquarie City.  
 
Partnerships have already been established with major corporations including the University of 
Technology Sydney, Slingshot, Ampcontrol, ResTech and Hunter Water as well as start-ups like Marine 
Connect, Liftango and BinShare, all of which are ready to utilise the Lake Macquarie network. 
 
The IoT network is commercially funded for a 20-year contract period, delivered via a partnership 
between Dantia, Lake Macquarie City Council and leading IoT provider The National Narrowband 
Network Co (NNNCo).   
  
“With this sustainable, long-term approach to infrastructure delivery and the significant incentives for 
start-ups and businesses, we see Lake Macquarie becoming a major digital and innovation hub that will 
attract new organisations and jobs to the area,” Mr. Francis said. 
 
Minister Fletcher said IoT presents opportunities to improve productivity, liveability and service delivery, 
with benefits across many sectors including manufacturing, farming, retail, transport and health.  
 
“IoT is estimated to have the potential to add up to $120 billion annually to the Australian economy by 
2025 and Lake Macquarie is now positioned to be at the forefront of IoT network and infrastructure 
delivery,” Mr. Fletcher said.  
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“This is an innovative example of what can be achieved when local governments and commercial 
partners work together, aligned with strong, future-city building policy.”  
 
“The Turnbull Government is committed to making our suburbs and towns better places to live through 
initiatives such as the $50 million Smart Cities and Suburbs Program, and it’s great to see 
organisations come together as they have in this case to achieve these outcomes,” Mr. Fletcher said.  
 
NNNCo has been chosen to install and operate the network based on its proven ability to deploy low-
cost, low-power, carrier-grade connectivity and end-to-end IoT solutions such as water metering and 
street lighting. 
 
“One of the challenges with IoT is the complexity of receiving data from lots of different devices and 
applications and transforming that data into knowledge that supports decision making,” Mr. Francis 
said.   
 
“Working in partnership with NNNCo, we have the means to overcome these challenges and scale to 
multiple applications that will make Lake Macquarie a truly Smart City.” 
 
NNNCo Founder & CEO Rob Zagarella said the Lake Macquarie network would be a showcase for 
what cities around Australia could achieve with IoT.  
 
“We are working with Dantia and Lake Macquarie City in a true partnership model whereby we’ll be 
able to support businesses in the area to get their projects up and running quickly and effectively, while 
also enabling the city to scale important services like smart waste management," Mr. Zagarella said. 
 
“Smart Cities start with a carrier-grade network but equally important is the device and data platform 
that seamlessly converts data from many different types of devices into a common format and 
structure. That’s when you start creating real knowledge and outcomes that can improve the quality of 
life for citizens.” 
 
The Mayor of Lake Macquarie, Councillor Kay Fraser, said the rollout of the network reinforced the 
City’s commitment to creating a strong digital economy and supporting innovation.  
 
“Through this partnership Dantia will deliver new infrastructure that will enable our City to diversify, 
expand our economy and create new jobs.”  
 
*A ‘carrier’ is an owner of a telecommunications network unit used to supply a carriage service to the public and must hold a 
carrier licence. “Carrier grade" refers to a network that is extremely reliable, well tested and proven in its capabilities. 
 
**The Internet of Things is the interconnection via the Internet of computing devices embedded in everyday objects, enabling 
them to send and receive data. 
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About Dantia 
Dantia is the economic development company for Lake Macquarie City, one of the largest regional city in NSW. 
Dantia’s aim is to increase jobs and attract investment in Lake Macquarie. The building of the LoRaWAN network 
is an integral part of its strategy to ensure that technology-driven economic development is achievable for the 
region.  
 
About NNNCo 
NNNCo is an Australian company building a national narrowband network in Australia for IoT. NNNCo is taking 
the lead as Australia’s LoRaWAN operator, building and operating Australia’s Narrowband Network in addition to 
providing end-to-end scalable solutions over a shared network.  
 
About Lake Macquarie City  
Lake Macquarie City is located 1 1/2 hrs from Sydney with a population of more than 205,000. The City’s 
economy is currently driven by seven (7) key industries: power generation, coal mining, manufacturing, 
construction, health, education and tourism. Lake Macquarie City is future-focused and is building on its strengths 
to diversify its economic capacity and employment opportunities, for the benefit of its community and the broader 
region.  
 
 
How IoT Works 
 

 
 
 


