PM shows contempt
for transparency: Libs

JESS MALCOLM

The Coalition has accused
Anthony Albanese of showing
contempt  for  parliamentary
accountability by failing to
answer more than 3700 gues-
tions on notice following Senate
estimates in March

Analysis of the Senate’s ques-
ton on notice database by the
opposition has found thousands
of questions have been left
unanswered, despite the govern-
ment having about a month to
respomd.

Muost unanswered questions
relate to health and aged care,
with nearly 770 outstanding
requests, Then follow education
(5500, prime minister and cabi-
net (528), infrastructure, trans-
port and regional development
(516) and cross-portfolio Indi-
genots matters (476).

Manager of opposition busi-
ness Paul Fletcher said the fig-
ures were “alarming” and the
Prime Minister had broken a key
promise made before the elec-
tion to be trapsparent.

“The questions pertain to a
range of public interest matters
and  Auvstralians  deserve
answers,” Mr Fletcher said,
“Labor had the entire winter
recess period to respond and fail-
edto doso,

“The government has taken a
wrecking ball to critical infra-
structure projects, their release
of details surrounding the voice
referendum hasbeen woeful and
economic uncertainty is a major

concern for many families.” In
his first speech to caucus when
Labwor swept to power last May,
Mr Albanese pledged to do poli-
tics in a different, less-divisive
way and provide more time for
parliamentary debates.

Deputy manager of govern-
ment business in the Senate
Anthony Chisholm  said the
number of questions on notice to
the government had almost dou-
hled compared with the former
Coalition government.

He said Labor had answered
all but two questions in the first
round of estimates and would
continue to respond to the out-
standing questions. "Paul Flet-
cher is conveniently forgetting
the Liberal and Mationals’ appal-
ling track record on responding
to questions on notice,” Mr Chis-
holm said.

Mew analysis from the Prime
Minister's Office provided to
The Australian found the former
Coalition government gagged
debate more than 700 times.

The PMO also said the house
wasted more than 61 hours
voling on whether debate should
be gapged.

Opposition health and aged
care spokeswoman Anne Rus-
ton said the extent of unans-
wered questions “flies in the face
of parliamentary scrutiny ™.

“Health and aged care was a
key part of Labors policy plat-
form poing into the last election
bt they have made 1t clear that
this was only a priority for them
in campaign mode, nol in gov-
ernment,” Senator Ruston said.



